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zamindar and tenant But the balance has been and is terribly weighed on one
side and to maintain injustice and exploitation. The only way to right it is to do
away with the domination of any one class over another. The All-India Congress
Committee accepted this ideal of social and economic change in a resolution it
passed some months ago in Bombay. I hope the Congress will also set its seal on
it and will further draw up a programme of such changes as can be immediately put
in operation.
In this programme perhaps the Congress as a whole cannot go very far to-day.
But it must keep the ultimate ideal in view and work for it. The question is not
merely of wages and chanty doled out by an employer or landlord. Paternalism in
industry or in the land is but a form of charity with all its sting and its utter
incapacity to root out the evil. The new theory of trusteeship, which some advocate,
is^ equally barren. For trusteeship means that the power for good or evil remains
with the self-appointed trustee and he may exercise it as he wills. The sole trusteeship
that can be fair is the trusteeship of the nation and not of one individual or a group.
Many Englishmen honestly consider themselves the trustees for India, and yet to
what a condition they have reduced our country !
We have to decide for whose benefit industry must be run and the land produce
food, To-day the abundance that the land produces is not for the peasant or the
labourer who work on it ; and industry's chief function is supposed to be to produce
millionaires. However golden the harvest and heavy the dividends, the mud huts
and hovels and nakedness of our people testify to the glory of the British Empire
and of our present social system.
Our economic programme must therefore be based on a human outlook and must
not sacrifice man to money. If an industry cannot be run without starving its
workers then the industry must close down. If the workers on the land have not
enough to eat then the intermediaries who deprive them of their full share must go.
The least that every worker in field or factory is entitled to is a minimum wage
which will enable him to live in moderate comfort, and human hours of labour which
do not break his strength and spirit. The All-Parties Committee accepted the
principle and included it in their recommendations. I hope the Congress will also
do and will in addition be prepared to accept its natural consequences. Further
that It will adopt the well-known demands of labour for a better life, and will give
every assistance to it to organise itself and prepare itself for the day when it can
control industry on a co-operative basis.
the cry of the peasantry.
But ndustrial labour is only a small part of India although it is rapidly becoming
a force that cannot be ignored. It is the peasantry that cry loudly, piteously for
relief and our programme must deal with their present condition. Real relief can
only come by a great change in the land laws and the basis of the present system
of land tenure. We have among us many big landowners and we welcome them.*
But they roust realise that the ownership of large estates by individuals, which is the
outcome of a state resembling the old feudalism of Europe, is a rapidly disappearing
phenomenon all over the jvorld. Even in countries which are the strongholds of
capitalism the large estates are being split up and given to the peasantry who
worjs on them. In India also we have large areas where the system of peasant
proprietorship prevails and we shall have to extend this all over the country. I
hope that in doing so we may have the cooperation of some at least of the big
landowners.
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It is not possible for this Congress at its annual session to draw up any detailed
programme.   It can only lay down some general principles   and   call
All-India Congress Committee to fill in the details in cooperation with the
atives of the Trade Union Congress and fother  organisations which are
|||erested in this matter.   Indeed I hope that  the   cooperation   between
dj&e Trade Union Congress will grow and the two organisations
side in future struggles.
moss iw)|*es till we gain power and the real problem therefore
isffie £OB^est q£ power.   We siall not do so by subtle reasoning or
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